
  
 

 

  
 

   

                                   
                  

EARN SCHOLAR 
GRANT APPLICATION

          
     

We have been supporting adult students since 2014. EARN 
Scholars become highly successful students!

         
      
          

        
        

         
          

 

          
    

         
     
         
      

         
      

       
         

        
  

          
       

          
         

          
       

         
        

Educate America Right Now (EARN) is a 501(c)3 New York 
State not-for-profit providing free multi-tiered support to 
hardworking adult students over age 25, who are returning 
to school to earn their first college degree. Apply today!

Become a part of the  
EARN community! Turn  
the page in this application  
and turn a page in your life!

        
   

  

        
   
    

    

    
    

Visit us at: 
www.EducateAmericaRightNow.org

    
    

    
    

Apply TODAY! The spring 
deadline is February 10th, 2021.

We offer grants based upon your GPA, up to the cost of your 
WCC college tuition. The higher your grades, the
higher your grant. We also offer no-cost tutoring in select 
subjects, and a supportive community where you will get to 
know other adult students like you. There are no racial, 
socioeconomic, ethnic, or gender restrictions.
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EARN SCHOLAR GRANT 
STEP ONE: CRITERIA FOR 
APPLICATION 

2. You must be matriculated in an Associates Degree program at Westchester Community College,
taking at least 6 credits towards that degree in each semester that you receive an EARN Grant. You
are expected to maintain your academic major and take the shortest path towards graduation as
recommended by the college.

3. You must remain matriculated and enrolled in all credits attempted, for the entire semester in which
you wish to receive a grant.

4. You must either, 1. be a United States citizen (proof of citizenship or naturalization required) and/or 2.
have attended and graduated from a United States high school located within the contiguous United
States, Alaska, Hawaii, or a United States territory (proof of diploma required).

5. You must not have been conferred a post-secondary degree (Associate, Baccalaureate, or graduate),
either in the United States or abroad. Previously earned undergraduate college credit is acceptable.

6. There are no racial, ethnic, gender, or socioeconomic restrictions for eligibility.

1. The grant is awarded after the conclusion of the semester applied for, based upon your continued 
matriculated status and your semester GPA as verified by official transcript, which you will need to have 
sent directly to us from the Registrar’s office (see Table 1 on page 2 for payout information).

2. You must not withdraw from a course after the first half of the semester (WP or WF).
3. While we strongly suggest that you use the grant to pay your non-reimbursed education expenses or 

childcare, the EARN Grant is yours to use as you see fit. Tax consequences may apply (see below).
4. We require that you evaluate the grant process after you receive the grant.
5. If you are accepted for this grant, you will be notified by e-mail. Application is competitive. We may ask to 

see proof in accordance with our stated grant requirements.

  

OTHER IMPORTANT GRANT INFORMATION 

 

1. You must be at least 25 years of age as of January 1st, 2021.

FOR YOUR TAX PREPARER
                     

                 
                 

               
                  

                
         

Your award is intended to be excluded from gross income to the extent that you use the funds to reimburse your 
actual expenditures during the award period for qualified tuition and related expenses, such as expenses for fees, 
books, supplies, and equipment required for your courses, pursuant to Internal Revenue Code Section 117 and the 
regulations promulgated thereunder. We suggest that you consider retaining receipts or other evidence that would 
substantiate your use of the award funds for qualified tuition and related expenses. You should consult your tax 
advisor regarding whether your grant may be excluded from gross income and the specific record-keeping and 
reporting requirements you should undertake to support your tax position.
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AFFILATION:  EARN is a New York State incorporated 501(c)3 not-for-profit. We are neither affiliated with 
Westchester Community College nor with the State University of New York.

Table 1.  
Payout as a function of semester GPA based upon full-time enrollment. Part time 
enrollment is paid as a percentage of partime cred, currently $191./credit.

GPA 
2020-21 EARN GRANT PAYOUT SCHEDULE

Percentage of tuition awarded to you based on full-time enrollment

4.00 100% $ 2290.00
3.80-3.99   90%  2061.00 
3.60-3.79   80%  1832.00 
3.00-3.59   70%  1603.00 
< 3.00     0%   0.00 

STEP TWO: THE TWO REQUIRED ESSAYS 

 

 

ESSAY ONE 

Why do you want a college education?  What has brought you to the point in your life 
where you are now attempting to get a degree? Some prompts: What will earning a 
college degree mean to you personally, or to your family (or partner, or children)? What is your 
history with academic learning?  What has school been like for you? Why haven’t you earned your 
degree before now? What do you think will be different this time, and why? Please be very 
detailed.

ESSAY TWO 

As an adult, what are your best and strongest qualities as a human being? What unique 
experiences and strengths have you gained in life that you will bring to your classes, and 
then to your employers and co-workers after you graduate? Illustrate each quality with an 
example.  If you are not sure where to start, ask someone who knows you really well for their 
honest answers to these questions, and ask for specific examples. Show your uniqueness. Again, 
please be very detailed. 

The application to become an EARN Scholar is competitive. Type each the following two 
essays, double-spaced, in paragraph form. Use 1” margins, and Times New Roman 12-point font. 
We are interested in your real story. It does not have to be dramatic; we are looking for passion, 
grit, and academic purpose. Write with depth. Proof your work. Poorly proofed work will be 
downgraded. Your essays should not exceed 2000 words each (4000 words total). We are looking 
for honest and compelling stories. Your essays should distinguish you from others.
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STEP THREE: 
THE APPLICATION

 "Fall down seven times. Stand up eight." 

~ Japanese proverb Do not include your social security number on this application. 

  

 

 

 

  

 

  

 
 

  
 

Signature _________________________________________________ Date ________________________ 

Print, sign,  and electronically send  thi s completed application page  and  your  essays to: 
                                                                     

        

I certify that: I am over 25 years of age as of January 1st, 2021 and that I meet all of the eligibility requirements outlined in 
this application. I am a matriculated degree student at WCC taking at least 6 credits for the current semester. I understand 
that if i drop to less than 6 credits, or to non-matriculated status during the Grant semester, or if I withdraw from any 
courses (WP or WF on my transcript), or if I am not pursuing the shortest recommended path to a degree in my elected 
academic major, I may no longer receive the grant. I understand that if the college formally determines that I have 
plagiarized or falsified academic work during the Grant semester, that I will not receive the grant. I agree to have the 
Registrar's Office send an official transcript to the address below, to be received by EARN within 15 days of the posting of 
grades for the semester of application.
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info@EducateAmericaRightNow.org
The spring 2021 deadline is February 10th, 2021. 
Your questions are welcome.   !"#$ %2/!0
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